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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 4-18, 20-27, and 29-31 are pending. Claims 1, 6, 13, 14, and 22 have 
been amended in this response. Claims 2, 3, 19 and 28 have been cancelled without 
prejudice, waiver, or disclaimer. New claims 29-31 have been added. No new matter is 
believed to be added by these amendments and new claims. In addition, unless a passage 
of an amendment is specifically discussed below in connection with one or more cited 
references, Applicants respectfully submit that the amendments to the claims should be 
constructed as being submitted merely to clarify the invention rather than as a limitation 
submitted to overcome a cited reference. 

A. Objections to the Drawings under 37 CFR 1.83(a) 

The Examiner objected to the drawings as failing to show every feature of the 
invention specified in the claims. The Examiner particular objected to the phrase the 
"grid of electronic heating elements disposed onto the top surface of the table" in the 
pending claims. The Examiner understood the meaning of the term "grid" to be a 
framework of crisscrossed parallel bars. As claimed, the term "grid," using a Webster's 
Dictionary definition, was intended to mean a network of connected electronic heating 
elements for geographic distribution of heat on the top surface of the table. In response, 
Applicants have properly oriented numeral "230" to correctly point to one embodiment of 
the grid of electronic heating elements (the small heating ("circle") elements on the top 
surface of the table). The surface identified in Fig. 15 as "230" was simplified in the 
submitted formal drawings in a effort to minimize clutter in the drawing. Thus, 
Applicants respectively suggest that, as amended, the grid of electronic heating elements 
is shown in the figures. 



9 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 22126.0004U1 
UTILITY PATENT APPLICATION 



B. Rejections under 35 USC §112 

As noted by the Examiner on page two of the Office Action, Claim 6 was missing 

a phrase due to an inadvertent printing error. Therefore, Applicants have amended Claim 

6 to include the missing phrase. As amended, Claim 6 reads as follows: 

6. The small-animal mount assembly of Claim 1, further comprising: 
a dish having a peripheral wall; 

a dish support mechanism having an arm member and a fastener, 
the arm member having an upper portion and a lower portion, the upper 
portion of the arm member constructed and arranged for selectively 
clamping onto a portion of the wall of the dish, the lower portion of the 
arm member defining an elongate slot, wherein, in use, the fastener passes 
through the slot and selectively secures a portion of the lower portion of 
the arm member to an edge of the table member. 

C. Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicants thank the Examiner for the indicated allowability of dependent Claims 
3-5, 7, 10-12, 18, 19, 25, 26, and 28. Accordingly, Applicants have amended 
independent Claim 1 to include the subject matter of allowable Claim 3 and intervening 
Claim 2. Applicants have amended independent Claim 14 to include the subject matter 
of allowable Claim 19. Finally, Applicants have amended independent Claim 22 to 
include the subject matter of allowable Claim 28. Therefore, currently amended 
independent Claims 1,14, and 28 and the dependent claims that depend therefrom are 
allowable. 

D. New Claims 

Applicants have added new claims 29-31. New independent Claim 29 includes 
the subject matter of allowable Claim 7 and the base claim. New independent Claim 30 
includes the subject matter of allowable Claim 10 and the intervening and base claims. 
Finally, new independent Claim 31 includes the subject matter of allowable Claim 18 and 
the base claim. Therefore, new independent Claims 29-31 are allowable. 

Therefore, Applicants respectively request allowance of all the outstanding 
claims. The Examiner is invited and encouraged to contact directly the undersigned if 
such contact may enhance the efficient prosecution of this application to issue. 
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Credit Card Authorization form PTO-2038 in the amount of $55.00 for a one- 
month extension of time for a small entity is enclosed. No additional fees are believed to 
be due; however, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees 
which may be required, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 14-0629. 

Respectfully submitted, 



NEEDLE & ROSENBERG, PC 
Customer Number 23859 
(404) 688-0770 




Keafi J. I^eCarl 
RegistratioiTND. 39,956 
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